Why is this so important?

Further reading
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Talk with friends and acquaintances about the
importance of wildanimal suffering. Challenge the
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wilderness should be no different. Indeed, in view of
the scale of the problem, it should be a top human

priority.



..and while there may
be little humans can do
now to address the
problem, we should
remember that it
matters. The pain
endured by a fish
afflicted with parasites
or a rat swallowed alive
by a snake is no more
tolerable than the
'natural’ suffering of
humans due to malaria,
cancer, or starvation.
Both deserve our
attention.

[s this an argument for
environmentalism and
wilderness preservation?
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animal suffering occurs in the first place. Of course,

there are also benefits to wilderness, including the
moments of happy animal life that it makes

possible. But humans should think carefully about
whether, on balance, wilderness contains more

suffering or happiness.

When assessing that question, we should bear in
mind that most species give birth to hundreds or
thousands of offspring at a time, almost all of which
die shortly afterwards. Moreover, maradult

insects live just a few weeks before dying of

Are you suggesting that we “police nature”?

NoTt in many cases, trying to do that would likely

cause more harm than good. There may be a few

2ipstapces; especiglly wheke humans already

interfere with ecosystems, in which intervention
could reduce suffering without much cost. But the
vast majority of wilderness suffering is
experienced by small animals, most in the oceans,
that are hard to reach and help, even if we knew
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Rather than policing nature, we should focus on
research into the welfare of animals in the wild
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web. While it remains an open question whether
insects and other small invertebrates can feel pain,
many do show chemical and behavioral traits

analogous to those

that correlate with
suffering in humans
(see Dawrst, Alan,
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pain.html).

KFEILILAYySaa 20SNIfftKé 52Ay3
policiest like habitat preservation or, more
speculatively, spreading life into spacewhich

affect the largescale numbers and

types of wild animals that exist. In

addition, we ought to encourage the
development of technologies that

may one day allow our fefuture

descendants to relieve the suffering

of animals in the wild in ways that
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=all&subj=114027198627087&aid=-1&pid=30973485&id=4102056&oid=114027198627087

